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Weather Summary:  Dryness and drought increased 

across Florida; the U.S. Drought Monitor reported the 

State was 29 percent abnormally dry and 3 percent with 

a drought rating. Only a few spotty showers were 

recorded. Mariana had the most with 0.98 of an inch of 

rain. Water levels continued to decline in most areas. 

Minimum temperatures ranged from 28 degrees in 

Quincy to 57 degrees in Fort Lauderdale. Maximum 

temperatures were mainly in the 70s to 80s. Jay recorded 

the lowest high temperature at 74 degrees and 

Immokalee the highest at 83 degrees. 

 

 

 

Field Crops:  Many of the State’s cattle producers were 

feeding hay due to continued dry weather and cool 

nights. Sugarcane harvest continued on schedule. Cotton 

harvest continued in Gadsden County and was 

85 percent complete in Santa Rosa County. Some areas 

were planting winter forages and cover crops. Emerged 

forages were stressed by dry conditions. 

 

Fruits & Vegetables:  Vegetable harvest has been 

slowed by cool temperatures over the past few weeks. 

Irrigation was necessary due to seasonable, dry soil 

moisture conditions. In Miami-Dade County, harvesting 

and replanting of winter vegetable continued. In Glades 

and Hendry counties, growers were harvesting tomatoes, 

sweet corn, green beans, squash, cucumbers, and 

peppers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

To subscribe to this report, at no cost, go to the NASS website at http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Florida/Subscribe_to_FL_Reports/index.asp.  Complete 
the Subscribe to FL Reports form, select Florida Crop-Weather and enter your first and last name and your e-mail.  The precipitation map used in this report is from the 

Southeast Regional Climate Center (SERCC) website at http://www.sercc.com/climateinfo/precip_maps. The drought monitor map used in this report is from the U.S. 

Drought Monitor website at http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu maintained by the National Drought Mitigation Center.  The precipitation and temperature data is from the 

Florida Automated Weather Network (FAWN) at http://fawn.ifas.ufl.edu maintained by UF/IFAS Information Technologies. 

 

Livestock and Pastures:  Statewide, pasture condition 

was mostly fair, down slightly from the previous week 

as dry weather and cooler temperatures reduced forage 

growth. Most cattle were in good condition about the 

same as the previous week. Feeding of hay and/or 

supplements has started in much of the State. In the 

Panhandle, the pasture condition ranged from very poor 

to good with most in poor to fair condition. Pastures 

continued to deteriorate from dry conditions, with some 

locations impacted by a hard frost. Feeding of hay was 

ongoing as the winter forage had not reached grazing 

height. In the northern area, the pasture conditions 

ranged from poor to good with most in fair condition.  

The cattle were in fair to excellent condition with most 

in fair condition. In the central area, the pasture 

conditions ranged from very poor to excellent with most 

in poor to good condition. Most cattle were in fair to 

good condition. In the southwest area, the pasture 

ranged from poor to excellent with most in fair 

condition. Shorter days, dry soils, and cool nights have 

stopped the growth of warm season grasses in Brevard 

County. Stock pond water levels continued to decline. 

The condition of the cattle was poor to excellent with 

most in good condition. 

 

 

Citrus:  Seasonal, daily high temperatures ranged from 

the mid-70s to the lower 80s. For the past several weeks 

there has been very little rain recorded in the citrus 

growing areas. Only the east coast had measureable 

rainfall this week at just under one-half of an inch. Trees 

in some areas were struggling to keep the abundant fruit 

set healthy and growing. Growers irrigated one to two 

times a week to keep moisture in the ground and on the 

trees. Other than mowing before harvest and general 

grove maintenance, there was little grove activity. Most 

juice plants were open and fruit being processed 

continue to increase. Shipment of fresh fruit was 

moderate, but expected to increase with fundraising 

programs ramping up before Christmas. Varieties being 

packed included early oranges (mostly Navels), colored 

grapefruit, and Sunburst tangerines. 

 

 

 


